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Adhesion Test

A simple hand pull test may be performed on the job site after 
the sealant is fully cured (usually within 14 to 21 days). The hand 
pull test procedure is as follows:

1.	 Make a knife cut perpendicular to the joint from one side of 
the joint to the other.

2.	 Make two parallel cuts approximately 2” long, along each 
side of the joint.

3.	 Place a 1” mark on the sealant tab as shown in Figure 1.

4.	 Grasp the 2” piece of sealant firmly just beyond the 1” mark 
and pull at a 90º angle. Hold a ruler along side the sealant.

5.	 If the 1” mark on the sealant can be pulled to the 5 1/2” 
mark on the ruler (total pull of 4 1/2” or 450% elongation) 
and held with no failure of sealant, the sealant should 
perform in a joint designed for +100/-50% movement.
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Significance and Use

This is not a precise, scientific test, but a simple screening 
procedure that may help detect such problems as improper 
cleaning, improper installation or other problems that may 
affect adhesion.

Repair of Sealant in Adhesion Test Area

Sealant may be replaced in test area easily by merely applying 
more sealant in the same manner it was originally installed 
(assuming good adhesion was obtained). Care should be taken 
to ensure that the new sealant is in contact with the original 
and the original sealant surfaces are clean so that good bond 
between the new and old sealant will be obtained.

Precision and Accuracy

These are not precise, scientific tests, but simple screening 
procedures. The precision and accuracy of these tests have  
not been determined. 
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LIMITED WARRANTY INFORMATION – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

The information contained herein is offered in good faith and is believed to be accurate. However, because 
conditions and methods of use of our products are beyond our control, this information should not be used 
in substitution for customer’s tests to ensure that our products are safe, effective and fully satisfactory for 
the intended end use. Suggestions of use shall not be taken as inducements to infringe any patent. 

Dow’s sole warranty is that our products will meet the sales specifications in effect at the time of shipment. 

Your exclusive remedy for breach of such warranty is limited to refund of purchase price or replacement of 
any product shown to be other than as warranted. 

TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW, DOW SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIMS 
ANY OTHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTY OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR 
MERCHANTABILITY. 

DOW DISCLAIMS LIABILITY FOR ANY INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES. 
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Learn More

For more information about how DOWSIL™ silicone solutions 
can help meet your high performance building needs, visit 
consumer.dow.com/construction.


